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BRIEFS

Building a
legal system

in the land
of the
'Killing Fields'
Students from the University of
Michigan Law School are helping
to rebuild the Cambodian legal
system, destroyed by the
Khmer Rouge beginning in 1975.
Three students already have spent three
months working in Cambodia as part of
the Law School's new Cambodian Law
and Development Program and another
team is working there this spring. The
students are placed with groups such as
Legal Aid of Cambodia, an organization
that provides free legal assistance to
Cambodia$ rural poor. The students also
work on specific projects, such as
developing international law standards
for national elections.
The Cambodian Law and Development
Program provides basic legal assistance
through legal research and pro bono
efforts. It is also developing and
maintaining an inventory of legal work
now being undertaken in Cambodia and
is creating a collection of Cambodian
legal resources and an archive of legal
materials for scholars working on
Cambodian law and development issues.
Under the Khmer Rouge, libraries
were destroyed and Cambodian
legislators, judges, lawyers and law
professors were killed or forced to flee
the country. There are still fewer than
50 lawyers in Cambodia.
According to Assistant Professor of
Law Peter Hammer, director of the new
program, there is a desperate need for

basic legal assistance in Cambodia as well
as an opportunity to examine important
legal questions relating to development.
Hammer himself worked for three years
in Cambodia helping to establish a public
defender system.
"The nation is undergoing a transition
from a command to a market economy,
and the judicial system is undergoing a
transition from a unitary party structure
to a model of checks and balaces," he
explains. 'The current government is the
product of one of the most ambitious
international peace keeping efforts ever
undertaken."
In addition to an emerging legal
profession, Cambodia has a number of
active human rights organizations,
national development-oriented
nongovernment organizations (NGOs)
and international NGOs providing legal
and economic development assistance.

"This program builds on the Law
School's long tradition in international
law and in public service," says Rob
Precht, director of the Office of Public
Service. "The pro bono component will
provide pragmatic assistance to groups
working in Cambodia and afford a
unique opportunity for law students to
engage in development work and to
obtain practical, supervised work
experience."
· Several of the law students who have
traveled to Cambodia, working in public
defender offices in Kompong Cham,
Battambong, and Siem Reap, note that
every effort toward improving the legal
system counts. "We were able to meet
with our clients and improve prison
conditions in some cases," says Myriam
Jaidi. "We talked to prison directors and
were able to document prison conditions
by photography. You also see the way

Assistant Professor of Law Peter]. Hammer, director
of the Cambodian Law and Development Program,
outlines opportunities for Law School students to
work on projects involving Cambodia during a
reception/information session in January on Pro
Bono Cambodia and related programs. Hammer
explained how students can work on projects at the
Law School and also in Cambodia, which is
rebuilding its legal system and government after the
devastation of the Khmer Rouge period. In the
background, at left, are law students Myriam]atdi
and Sarah Keech, and at right, Jason Blankenship,
who worked in Cambodia last summer.
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Law School extems study,
help build a new South Africa
people implement or don't implement
the laws."
"I was interested in international
development in addition to law," notes
Sarah Keech. "And now I'm really
interested in Cambodia because of the
opportunities for working in both areas."
"A common problem faced by all
the organizations working in
Cambodia is a lack of access to even
the most basic legal resources and
research materials," says Virginia
Gordan, Assistant Dean for Graduate
and International Programs.
"Cambodia has been robbed of its
libraries, books, and an entire
generation of human wisdom and
institutional experience. This new
program will make our exceptional
library resources available to a country
profoundly lacking access to even the
most basic legal materials."
Two other goals of the program are
to create summer internships in
Cambodia for law students and to
sponsor conferences in Phnom Penh
and Ann Arbor on Cambodian legal
problems and development.

"The pro bono component will
provide pragmatic assistance
to groups working in Cambodia
and afford a unique opportunity
for law students to engage
in development work and
to obtain practical, supervised
work experience."
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Law School students doing extemships in South
Africa during Fall Tenn take a break during a
weekened workshop in Salt Rock. From left are:
Loren Francis, Bryon Gean, Ronetta Fagan, Ben
Cohen, Robyn Fass, Al Mance, Jackie Payne, Emily
McCarthy and Beverly Blank. Professor David
Chambers is at rear.

"This beautiful and sordid country."
This is how Ben Cohen, who has spent
a good deal of time in South Africa lately,
describes the former home of apartheid.
Cohen, who returned just in time to
receive his J.D. last December, and eight
other third-year Law School students
spent the Fall Term working in South
Africa. They worked with a wide variety
of organizations and firms . For example,
one student worked with an organization
advocating changes in policies relating to
HIV/AIDS, two others with a firm that
represents the African National Congress,
the party of South African President
Nelson Mandela, and another worked
with an advocate who brought actions
against police involved in torturing
criminal suspects. The students report
that their experiences have been rich,
both in terms of legal education and in
terms of cultural exposure.
South Africa, after all, is emerging
from a system of racial and class
separation that was fossilized by the law
of the land. That it has changed so greatly
without civil war is a tribute to its leaders
- President Mandela, the former convict,
and Vice-President FW de Klerk, who as
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president freed Mandela - and the
determination of its people that their
beautiful country with its sordid past will
not be wrent apart.
The nine Law School students became
a small part of the changes. Cohen, for
example, who had helped to organize the
extemships, worked with the AIDS Law
Project at the Centre for Applied Legal
Studies and with Judge Edwin Cameron,
chairman of the South Africa Law
Commissions committee on HIV/AIDS.
The incidence of HIV is at least ten times
higher in South Africa than in the United
States. Cohen had a chance to meet with
many of the people working in the
country on governmental policies relating
to HIV At the end of his stay, the Law
Commission, chaired by the vicepresident of the Constitutional Court,
adopted a report recommending new
policies on HIV/AIDS that Cohen had
played a substantial role in drafting.
Another extern, Jackie Payne, e-mailed
about her work with the Gender Project
of the Centre for Applied Legal Studies in
Johannesburg, responded: "I am currently
working with others on a project
d esigned to liberate black women who
marry under customary law from the
status of a minor. Currently, when a
black woman 'chooses' to marry under
customary law, her husband becomes her
guardian and she does not have the
legal capacity to contract, acquire or
alienate property, or sue in court (without
her guardian there representing her
interest) . ...
"Many womens groups in South Africa
want to find a constitutional way to
change this. (It is very tricky here as there
is a sincere desire to respect customs and

the problem arises when customs clash
with equality rights for women explicitly
guaranteed in the new constitution.) I am
currently working on a way to get the
province I live in, Gauteng, to change the
law at this level, which is a start.
"I am also working on another project
for the legislature - an assessment of the
health needs of rural women. The
medical clinics are so inaccessible it is
laughable to even pretend these women
(or their children for that matter) are
getting medical care."
Added Bryan S. Geon, who worked
with Lawyers for Human Rights in
Durban, and helped draft suggested
changes for a bill on abortion then
pending in the National Parliament:
"Both the customary marriage question
and the abortion issue have something in
common to the extent that the 'new'
South Africa is very much operating in
two entirely separate spheres. On one
level, very little has changed or will
change in the near future in many rural
areas. Until now, abortion has been illegal
in South Africa, but having the right to an
abortion will mean very little to someone
who lives at least a day's walk from the
nearest health worker, or who doesn't
even know about the law. For these
women, the existence of the theoretical
right is irrelevant. They will continue to
go to a sangoma (an herbalist, or
traditional healer) if they want abortions,
or they will obtain unsanitary and
dangerous abortions from unqualified
people. However, for people living in the
cities and townships, people who are
relatively politically astute, the law will
make a big difference
'There is so much space between the
tiers. That is the odd thing. I have been
struck by the vast contrast between the
amazing infrastructure and flashy wealth
of the formerly all-white areas and the
equally amazing poverty of the rest of the
country (only one-half of South Africans
have running water)."

David Chambers, Wade H . McCree,
Jr., Collegiate Professor of Law, who
oversaw the South African extemship
program, visited with the students for 1 7
days in November. "It was good to be
with them, to feel both their excitement
and their frustrations at first hand, after
nine weeks of exchanging messages by
electronic mail," he says.
Chambers met with the students in
Johannesburg and held a weekend
workshop with them outside of
Johannesburg during which each student
led a discussion on an issue that had
arisen in his or her work Chambers also
traveled to extemship placements
elsewhere in the country. One evening in
Johannesburg the group dined with
George Bizos, a celebrated anti-apartheid
attorney who represented Mandela at the
Rivonia Treason Trial in the early 1960s
and is still actively involved in human
rights work
"He was a wonderful dinner guest,
telling dozens of stories of his work over
the years, with obvious pleasure but with
little self-congratulation," Chambers says.
"I think that the students felt as I did that
we were privileged to be in the presence
of an exceptionally able and decent man
who had devoted his life to his beliefs.
Bizos had accepted an invitation to
dinner because two of the students,
Emily McCarthy and Lauren Francis, had
been working with him on one of the
cases pending before the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission."
Chambers also visited the legal aid
office in the town of Umtata, where Law
School extern Robyn Fass was working
with a woman imprisoned for having an
aborion, a wrongfully dismissed
employee, and many others. "Robyn has
had a quite different experience from any
of the other students, for she has been
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providing individual legal advice in one
of South Africa'.s poorest areas for black
clients who speak very little English,"
Chambers says. 'This is an enormous feat
considering the barriers of language (for
all her clients, English is, at best, a
second language) and the differences in
laws, customs and cultures."
This was the first time that the law
School had organized a group of
extemships in another country, and,
overall, Chambers and the students judge
it to be successful. Chambers said he was
particularly pleased by the students'
initiative:
"Several of them came to South Africa
and found that they had to shape a job
for themselves very different from the one
I thought I'd lined up for them. People
they expected to work with had left jobs.
One office had closed altogether. With
ingenuity and help from people with
whom other students were working, they
all developed valuable projects. I was
really impressed."
Chambers developed the idea for the
extemships after talks with two South
Africans, Zackie Achmat of the AIDS law
Project, who was a Fellow at the
University of Michigan'.s International
Institute in 1995, and Heinz Klug, then
with the law school at the University of
Witwatersrand and now a member of the
University of Wisconsin law School
faculty. Chambers visited South Africa last
winter to make arrangements with groups
Klug had contacted. Cohen began work
in Johannesburg in May and helped the
other students when they arrived
in September.
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The World View University of Tohyo Law Professor Yozo Yohota, left and below, discusses "Economic
Development and Human Rights: A Challenge to International Law" and University of
Cambridge Professor of Law john Tiley, right, asks "Towards a European Tax
System?" as speakers in the 10-weeh International Law Worhshop. Yokota, who
opened the weekly series in September, noted that the interaction of international
development and human rights only recently has begun to be investigated in the light
of international law. "I haven't seen any institutions yet that have a group of people
systematically looking at the positive or negative impact [of development] on human
rights," he said. Tiley, the final speaker in the series in November, outlined the
European Communitys efforts to harmonize taxes among member nations while also
protecting national tax systems and funding its own needs. "I dont think that we are
moving toward a European tax system in the conventional sense," he said. The
International Law Worhshop series, coordinated by Professor of Law Michael Heller, is
designed for non-specialists and illuminates "todays most debated issues in
international and comparative law." Other speakers included London School of
Economics Professor of Law Trevor Hartley, a visiting f acuity member at the Law
School this year; Professor of Law Peter Hammer; Richard Lauwaars of the Dutch
Council of State; Ulrich Petersmann, Professor of Law at the University of St. Gallen
in Switzerland; Guillermo Aguilar Alvarez, Mexicos Principal Counsel in the NAFTA
negotiations; Harvard Law School Professor Emeritus Abram Chayes; Markus
Schmidt, Human Rights Officer with the United Nations in Geneva; and Professor of
Law Jose Alvarez.
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Law School students and their
coach celebrate their second place
finish in the National Association
of Criminal Defense Lawyers'
Cathy Bennett National Criminal
Trial Competition in November at
San Antonio. The outing marked
the first time that the Law School
has fielded a trial competition
team. From left are: Andrew Wise
3L; Matt Colon, '96; Clinical
'
Assistant Professor of Law and
coach Andrea D. Lyon; Gabriella
Celeste; '96; Emily Hughes, 3L;
and Michelle Wilson, 2L. Professor
of Law Samuel Gross was co-coach
for the team.

Honors come home
from
first foray into
trial competition
The University of
Michigan Law School's
first venture into
national student trial
competition has brought
home a second place win
that carries with it an
invitation to compete
again next year.
An ecstatic team of Law
School students and their
coaches, Clinical Assistant
Professor of Law Andrea Lyon
and Professor of Law Samuel
Gross, capped off weeks of
intensive work and practice
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- all above and beyond the
call of their regular duties _
to beat out all but Hofstra
University School of Law in
the Cathy Bennett National
Criminal Trial Competition
sponsored by the National
Association of Criminal
Defense Lawyers.
. A dozen teams participated
m the competition, held last
November in San Antonio
Texas.
'
"With the exception of
working with real clients, this
was the best experience I've
had in my entire time at
Michigan," said team member
Matt Colon, who graduated in
December. "I think our team
jelled in a really phenomenal
way," said Michelle Wilson,
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2L. Team members developed
long-term friendships as they
worked together, said
Gabriella Celeste, 3L and also
a December 1996 graduate.
Learning to work together,
as practicing lawyers often do,
was a major benefit of the
competition, added Emily
Hughes, 3L. Hughes was the
understudy, or alternate, for
the four-person team and had
to know and be ready to take
over any other member's role
with little or no notice.
During preparation, she
developed strategies for what
teammate Colon called "crazy
crosses," unexpected cross
examinations for which the
team nonetheless had to be
ready:
Team members, who vied
for spots on the roster by
competing in front of "judges"
and then working through a
second cut via video, worked
about seven hours each week
with a coach and an equal
amount of time on their own.

The case presented to them
for competition involved a
foreign-born man who fatally
shot a countryman during a
discussion of his wifes
adulterous relationship with
the other man. The accused
faced charges of murder,
felony murder and aggravated
assault. The shooting took
place in the United States, but
the question of whether
cultural practices in the mens
home country had played a
role in the shooting was part
of the trial. So was conflicting
testimony over conclusions
reached from results of the
autopsy on the victim.
The Law School students
had to handle both defense
and prosecution roles. With
Wilson and Colon as
prosecutors, Andrew Wise, 3L
Cwho won top prize in the
competition as Best Advocate),
and Celeste played the role of
prosecution witnesses. Wilson
and Colon became defense
witnesses when Wise and
Celeste took over lead duties
at the defense table.
Competition rules allowed
each side 90 minutes and
each trial lasted three hours.
The Law School team
completed a grueling
competition of five trials in
two and one-half days on the
way to earning its second
place finish.
To maximize the
competitions educational
value and provide students
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with as much realism as
possible, Lyon refrained from
turning her own experienced
hand to the teams trial
preparation. Instead, she
coached the students to
develop their own theories of
the case and prepare their
own presentations. Her role
was to advise and coach, not
to script their trial
presentation, she said.
"That way they own it," she
said of the case. "Its more like
real laywers do. They're able
to change, absorb hits like
those that occur in real trials.
You never can memorize a
cross examination."
"Andrea was the main
coach," said Gross. "I learned
a lot working with her - she
has amazing trial experience
- but working with these
students was sheer joy They
are fantastic."
The teams second place
finish means that the Law
School will be invited to
compete in the Cathy Bennett
Competition again next
year. Bennet, for whom the
competition is named, was a
pioneer in the development of
jury selection techniques. She
died six years ago at age 41.
The Law School team also
has been asked to go up
against 19 other schools in the
ABA Criminal Trial
Competition in Chicago in
April. Liquita Lewis, 3L, is
joining the team for the ABA
competition to replace the
departed Celeste and Colon.
Hughes, the alternate for last
falls competition, will have a
regular role and the team will
compete at Chicago without
an alternate.

The UN and the Law Czech Republic Ambassador to the
United Nations Karel Kovanda, center,
chats about the legal aspects of United
Nations activities with some of the
Law School's international law
specialists during a visit to the Law
School and the University's Davidson
Institute in October. With Korvanda
are, counterclockwise from left:
Professor of Law Jose Alvarez;
]indrich Toman, Professor and
Chairman of Slavic Languages and
Literatures in the University's
College of Literature, Science and
the Arts; Assistant Professor of
Law Michael A. Heller; Virginia B.
Gordan, Assistant Dean for
International Programs; and Eric
Stein, Hessel E. Yntema Professor
Emeritus of Law.

Statesmanship First-Year law students paint in the states of the United States in the parking lot at SOS Crisis Center
in Ypsilanti as part of the community service portion of new student orientation at the opening of Fall
Term. In addition to sessions to acquaint new students with Law School f acuity, staff and programs
and procedures, orientation includes an opportunity for a day of voluntary service work at nine area
nonprofit service programs ranging from Habitat for Humanity to the Ann Arbor Hunger Coalition
and Time for Tots.
LAW QUADRANGLE NOTES SPRING
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Message to graduates:

'Let's testify
with our lives'

Senior Day is a personal affair, a day
for self, family, close friends and
classmates. It is a day - marred only by
the impending onus of final
examinations, a scheduling conflict that
the best lawyers' minds have not yet been
able to resolve - that may fade in
memory as years and accomplishments
accumulate, but never loses its sheen as

The Michigan Theatre marquee and a
celebrating couple departingfrom
graduation ceremonies capture the
exuberance of commencement in December.
Pro bona work, community involvement and
having time for family and yourself make you a
better lawyer, James E. and Sarah A. Degan
Professor of Law Theodore]. St. Antoine, '54,
the main commencement speaker, tells graduates.
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the mirror that each group of graduates
peers into and whispers what they hope
to be.
One hundred and ten graduates, j.D.'.s
and LL.M.'s, passed before that mirror in
December, many with graduate Gabriella
Celeste'.s admonition, "Lets testify with
our lives," ringing in their ears. Celeste, a
member of the Law School team that
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placed second in national trial competition in November (see story, page 8),
a past coordinator of the Asylum and
Refugee Project, and a volunteer worker
with death row inmates in Alabama, was
chosen by her graduating classmates to
speak from the podium for them.
Despite setbacks and difficulties, she
said, "we are a privileged group of

people - and as a wise person once said,
'To whom much is given, much is
required. "' The charge, she said, is "that
we testify with our lives. Ensure that
what we do is a testimony of our choices,
a testimony of our values, a testimony of
our hopes."
"Let us use the law toward noble
ends," she said. "Shape it so that justice
may be realized, even for a moment because its in the collective power of
those moments that the world is
transformed."
Theodore]. St. Antoine, James E. and
Sarah A. Degan Professor of Law, faculty
speaker for the day, urged graduates and brave law firms - to restore time to
the legal profession for pro bono and
community work, for "self and family"
and for "professional and civic
contributions outside the law firm." Such
moves will yield better job satisfaction
and produce better lawyers, he said.
Too often in recent years, bottom line
orientations and long working hours have
left neither time nor energy for civic
involvement, reading and contemplation,

or family activities, he said. "The lawyers
who are still reveling in their profession
in their '60s, '70s, and even beyond are
invariably persons who have spent a tour
in government, or who have served on a
local school board or in some charity or
foundation, or who have pursued some
special cause having nothing to do with
the profit motive."
Other speakers included Dean Jeffrey
S. Lehman and Kathleen Allen, President
of the Law School Student Senate (LSSS).
Returning to a theme that he has enlarged
upon through much of the current year,
Lehman noted how graduates "will have
countless occasions to interact with
opposing counsel, with friends and
acquaintances, with individuals and
groups who are curious about the law. All
will give you opportunities to teach about
the domain of your expertise."
LSSS President Allen noted that the
graduates are the kind of people who
always have chosen the more difficult and
more challenging options - and
succeeded at them. "We can't just do
okay," she saiq.

A center section of mortarboards dominates the
scene as Dean Jeffrey S. Lehman, '81, addresses
graduates in December in ceremonies at the
Michigan Theatre in Ann Arbor.

Bonnie Tenneriello, ].D. '96,
congratulates graduate Pascale
Charlot after commencement
ceremonies in December.
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Symposium, banquet mark 20th anniversary of Juan Tienda's legacy
Lawmakers in Washington and in
legislatures across the country are
demanding from our citizenry
greater "individual responsibility,"
but just as important is the
responsibility owed to society by
its corporate citizens.
At least that's the way that Martin R.
Castro, JD. '88, describes it.
"In my experience I have seen that
there are two types of responsibility,
voluntary and coerced, and within those
two areas there are subgroups," says
Castro, a partner with Baker & McKenzie
in Chicago. "Under the voluntary type of
responsibility there is altruistic and
mercenary. Altruists are those corporate
citizens who take responsibility because it
is the right thing to do and they do so in
order to better society. Then, of course,
there is the mercenary, where the
corporate citizen takes positive action
because it believes that it will benefit
(as opposed to society as a whole) in the
long run. But either way, the decision is
made by the corporate entity of its
own volition."
"Then there is the coerced form of
responsibility where a corporate entity
fears government intervention and
regulation and takes action to head off a
more onerous form of responsibility
being imposed upon it," Castro said,
citing the example of the entertainment
industry's decision to install V-chips in
television sets to control the violence that
children are exposed to. He then spoke of
actual regulation where the government
steps in and regulates or prohibits
conduct, thus imposing responsibility
upon the corporate actor.
At the time that Castro was explaining
his ideas of corporate responsibility, he
was practicing what he was preaching.
He was serving as volunteer speaker/
moderator for a panel discussion on
corporate responsibility that was part of
the Latino Law Students Association
(LLSA) symposium "Latino/a Voices:
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Moving America Beyond the Black and
White Binary," last October. The
symposium accompanied the
Associations annual Juan Luis Tienda
Scholarship Banquet, at which Castro
received the JI. Canales Award, given
annually in memory of one of the first
Hispanic students to graduate from the
Law School. Canales, an 1899 graduate,
became a well-known Texas lawmaker
and in the early 20th century pushed for
investigation of alleged atrocities
committed by the Texas Rangers.
The Juan Tienda Scholarship of
$1,000 went to Karen Phillips, a first-year
student pursuing a joint JD ./M. B.A.
degree; funding for the annual
scholarship come's from the Henry J .
Kaiser Family Foundation, Menlo Park,
CA, and LLSA. LLSA's King/Chavez/Parks
Professor Award went to Carlos Munoz, Jr.,
of the Department of Ethnic Studies at
the University of California, Berkeley.
Tienda "distinguished himself as a
tireless advocate of the Latino
community," according to LLSA. He
was president of LLSA'.s predecessor
organization, La Raza Law Students
Association, helped recruit minority law
students, visited inmates at the nearby
Milan Federal Correction Center and spent
summers working with the Michigan
Migrant Legal Assistance Project.
Phillips, who graduated from the
University of Chicago in 1989 with a
degree in biology, plans to work in
international community development
after she gets her JD./M.B.A. Before
enrolling at the Law School, she worked
for a law firm in Los Angeles and put in
at least 20 hours a week as Director of
the LA Street Project, a volunteer
community service organization targeting
the predominantly Hispanic residential
communities surrounding downtown Los
Angeles. Tienda Scholarship committee
members "were specifically looking to
give the scholarship to somebody who
embodied what Juan Tienda came to

stand for in the Latino community,
particularly here in the Law School," said
Phillips, who serves on the executive
board of LLSA and is a member of the
Law School's Minority Affairs Program.
The presentation of the 1996 Juan
Tienda Scholarship took on special
poignancy because it was 20 years ago
that Tienda had died in an automobile
accident - on Aug. 19, 1976 - before
he could begin his third and final year at
the Law School. Arturo Nelson, JD. '77,
of Brownsville, Texas, recalled Tienda as
"a good friend" and a leader of Hispanic
and other students alike. 'Juan had
grown up around farms, had traveled in
Germany, loved hunting and fishing,"
he said. "He taught me how to fly fish,
introduced me to archery hunting, went
pheasant hunting all the time."
After Tiendas death his fellow
students wanted to memorialize him and
"somebody came up with the idea of a
banquet," said Bernie Garza, JD. '79.
"So we cooked it," Garza and Nelson
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Left: Martin Castro, Esq.,].D. '88, and Inna
Elder listen as Maria de las Santos, left, makes a
point during a panel discussion on corporate
responsibility that was part of the Latino Law
Students Association (LLSA) symposium
"Latino/a Voices: Moving America Beyond the
Black and White Binary" at the Law School in
October. Castro, who also received LLSA's]. T.
Canales Alumni Award, is a partner with Baker
& McKenzie in Chicago; Elder is owner/
president of Troy Ford and Saab/jaguar of Troy,
Mich.; and de las Santos is associated with
DDC-I, Inc. , a computer software company
in Phoenix.

Keynote speaker Richard Delgado

chorussed. Beans, tamales, tacos. The
cooks took over the Lawyers Club
kitchen that first time. As for cleanup,
"I don't think there was any concern
about leftovers," said Garza.
The culinary legacy continued this
year, with a luncheon for symposium
speakers of chile relleno casserole flan
sopa de arroz, frijoles and other dlshes' recipes courtesy of the family of LLSA
Chairperson Ann Reyes-Schroeder, 2L.
The package of symposium and
banquet events included talks by Richard
Delgado, the Charles Inglis Thomson
Professor of Law at the University of
Colorado; Rodolfo Acuna, Professor of
Chicano Studies at California State
University, Northridge; and Professor of
Law Juan Perea of the University of
Florida Law School. In panel discussions,
groups wrestled with questions of
corporate responsibility, media
perception/access, language rights,
political access and immigration.

Law School's new Poverty
Law Program will reach
out across Michigan
In a win-win move that will offer Law
School students hands-on educational
opportunities in the poverty law field and
will aid Michigan's dollar-strapped legal
services offices, the Law School is
establishing a Poverty Law Program to
reach out to a dozen legal services field
offices throughout the state.
Federal funds for legal services
programs have been shrinking
significantly in recent years while
restrictions have increased over what
federally funded legal services programs
can do. The new Poverty Law Program,
funded through a two-year, $400,000
Community Outreach Program grant
from the University of Michigan, will
support legal services workers while
simultaneously offering Law School
students the chance to work on real legal
services cases and issues.
"Through the work of staff attorneys,
law faculty and students, the program
will provide training, research support
and technological resources to 12 legal
services field offices," according to
Suellyn Scarnecchia, Associate Dean for
Clinical Affairs. 'The field offices provide
direct legal representation to low income
clients in the areas of family, housing and
public benefits law. They are located
throughout Michigan and serve every
county, with two offices in Wayne
County. In addition, the program will
directly represent individual clients in
cases with broad implications for people
living in poverty throughout the state,
with special emphasis on the needs of
women living in poverty."
A Program Director and a Clinical
Assistant Professor are being hired to run
the new program. The Poverty Law
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Program also will include a new
seminar on Legal Issues of Women
in Poverty
Although the new program will
provide students with hands-on
experience, it is different from the Law
Schools clinical programs, explains
Scarnecchia. "This is very clearly
aimed at providing service first, which
is different," she says. "In our clinics
we prioritize education, and service is
a result. This is part of the universitys
effort at community outreach."
Scarnecchia says she expects about
eight students each semester to work
on litigation and technical support
like newsletters and the establishment
of e-mail systems for legal services
offices in the state. Another 10
students will be able to work with the
program in volunteer placements
through the Office of Public Service.
Litigation will focus on cases whose
issues go beyond those of an
individual client and an individual
field office.
"Through the Poverty Law
Program, we are setting a good
example for our students and other
law schools by stepping forward to
help maintain the availability of
quality legal services for the poor in
Michigan," she says.
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Litigation
Just one choice among many
Ask any working attorney You'll be
told that the high drama of courtroom
arguments may be the stuff of cinematic
and televised lawyering, but in the real
world of briefs and research it is only a
tiny part of what most practicing
attorneys do. Recently, this daily grist of
the legal mill has been drawing greater
attention from teachers and practitioners
as people seek ways to avoid the costs
and delays of full trials. The change
brings with it a desire at this Law School
and others to acquaint students with the
skills that they will need as lawyers to
work out non-trial solutions.
Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR),
some call this recently re-recognized
realm. Arbitration. Mediation.
Negotiation. As Federal Labor Relations
Authority chairperson Phyllis N. Segal
explained it to participants in a Law
School workshop: "Essentially what all
this is about is how we handle disputes in
this society"
Held in November and sponsored by
the Law Schools offices of Public Service
and Student Affairs, Segals workshop was
called "Effective Lawyering: Alternatives
to Litigation and Other 'Position-Based'
Forms of Dispute Resolution." It
concentrated on skills of negotiation
and mediation.

"Phyllis Segal draws on her wide
ranging experience working in a large
firm, a public interest organization and
now in government to show students
how ADR principles can enhance the
effectiveness of lawyers in every type of
practice," said Robert Precht, Director of
the Law Schools Office of Public Service.
"Her vision of lawyers as problem solvers
is especially attractive to Michigan
students."
Planned before California developer
Thomas W Ford,j.D. '49, announced his
gift to the Law School last summer to
endow the Thomas W Ford Alternative
Dispute Resolution Program, Segals
workshop reinforced the importance of
Ford's donation to the Law School.
Thanks to Fords gift, the Law School will
be one of the first in the United States to
have a fully funded program designed to
teach students how to work with the
whole range of dispute settlement
alternatives.
Indeed, there are many reasons other
than cost, speed and full court dockets
for seeking solutions other than by trial.
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Phyllis N. Segal, chairperson of the Federal Labor
Relations Authority, discusses one of the exercises
in her workshop on "Effective Lawyering:
Alternatives to Litigation and Other 'Positionbased' Forms of Dispute Resolution," at the Law
School in November. The students are: Candice
Greenberg, lL;]ohn Signorino, lL; Monica
Aguilar, 3L; and Bruce Fox, lL.

For example, Monica Aquilar, a third-year
Law School student, notes that in her
home country of Mexico she often has
found that alternatives to trials offer
practical ways of settling disputes among
different countries with different legal
systems. Another student, Pascale
Charlot, says she expects to find the
alternatives useful in evening the playing
field between rich and poor. Both
students participated in Segals workshop
at the Law School, where distortions
caused by the litigation process itself also
were identified as undercutting its
usefulness in actually resolving disputes
(as contrasted with deciding legal claims).
"We're talking about alternate ways to
settle disputes," Segal said. "I really want
to break the mold that litigation is the
norm and alternative dispute resolution is
the alternative .. . In fact, litigation is not
the norm. Many more lawsuits are filed
than ever go to trial. [See "Going to Trial:
A Rare Throw of the Die," by Professors
of Law Kent D. Syverud and Samuel R.
Gross, page 74.] Most often, the lawsuit
itself sets in motion negotiation, or
another route for finding a solution."
Segal, a graduate of the University of
Michigan and the Georgetown University
Law Center, was named to her post in

1994 by President Clinton. Her husband,
Eli Segal, ]. D. '67, was the Law School's
commencement speaker in May 1993.
He managed President Clintons 1992
presidential campaign and was the
founder of the National Service Initiative,
AmeriCorps.
Starting from the idea that litigation is
"a very small component of what being a
lawyer is all about," Phyllis Segal outlined
dispute-settling steps ranging from
negotiation, in which both parties
voluntarily discuss the issues and seek a
voluntary agreement, to trial, in which
both parties completely give up power
over the outcome. In between lie
methods like arbitration, in which the
arbitrators decision is binding, and
mediation, in which parties to a dispute
negotiate with the aid of an impartial
third party whose role is to help them
find a voluntary agreement that
maximizes their mutual gain.
Like a good teacher, Segal used a
mix of lecture/discussion and games/
simulations to present her workshop. In
one exercise, a game called Win as Much
as You Can, participants divided into
groups of four and played 10 rounds of
showing either an X or Y card. One group
ran up an unusually high score, both
collectively and individually, by agreeing
that each of them would continually cast

the same card as every other member of
the group.
Had one member of the group broken
his agreement and played his other card
instead, he might have upped his own
score and lowered other players' final
scores, though he also would have invited
retaliaton and risked ruining his own
score as well as the others'. However, the
four had agreed that all of them would
benefit by sticking to their agreement and
devised a way to eliminate the possibility
that anyone would break away. The pact
meant that no single player would run
away with an overwhelming victory and
that all players would share in the
group's success.
Segal compared the approach to a
much higher stakes game: 'Thats called
multilateral disarmament," she said.
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Two from Law School win Skadden Fellowships
A University of Michigan
Law School student and a
recent graduate have been
chosen to receive prestigious
Skadden Fellowships to
pursue public interest work.
This is the third year that
Skadden Fellowships have
been awarded to Law School
students and the first year that
fellowship winners will have
placements in Michigan.
The winners are Bonita P
Tenneriello, '96, and Steven
H. Tobocman, who will
graduate in May.
Tenneriello, currently a
clerk for U.S. District Judge
John Feikens, JD. '41 (a
profile of Feikens appears on
page 54), of the U.S. District

Court for the Eastern District
of Michigan, will use her
Skadden Fellowship to work
with the Michigan Migrant
Legal Assistance Project. She
will provide basic legal
assistance to migrant and
seasonal workers in Michigan.
Tobocman will work with
Michigan Legal Services to
provide legal help to organizations like the Mexican Town
Community Development
Corporation and the Southwestern Detroit Business
Association, two community
economic development
corporations that are part of the
Detroit Empowerment Zones.
The Skadden Fellowships
are sponsored by Skadden,

Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom
through the Skadden
Fellowship Foundation. The
Foundation had been
interested in funding a project
in Detroit at the time that
Tobocman'.s application
arrived, said Susan Butler
Plum, director of the Skadden
Fellowship Foundation. Plum
said that Tenneriello, who is
fluent in Spanish as well as
English, is a perfect match for
working with migrant and
seasonal workers in Michigan.
"None of this would have
been possible without Rob
Precht [director of the Law
Schools Office of Public
Service]," Plum said. She said
that Precht and his staff

Help For The Hunt Susan Kalb Weinberg, ].D. '88, Director of the Law School's Office of Career Services, makes a point during a "World of
Law" program on job search skills. At left is Susan Guindi, ].D. '90, Associate Director of the Office of Public Service,
and at right is Robert Precht, Director of the Public Service Office. ]ob-hunting while a student and as a new graduate
can be a challenging, competitive business that demands the best of skills. The Office of Career Services has been
offering new services like e-mail and programs like "The World of Law" series to help students hone the skills they
need. Weinberg told participants to think of their resume as "your paid political announcement." Other advice: Keep
your resume simple in appearance and only a page or two long; tailor its content to what the potential employer is
seeking; be consistent in your style and correct in your spelling and grammar. During Fall Term, the "World of Law"
series presented programs for first year law students on "Resumes and Professional Correspondence," "Networking and
Interviewing," "Guerrilla Tactics for Getting the Legal job of Your Dreams" and "The Legal job Search."
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inform students about the
Skaddens and other public
interest opportunities, help
them secure sponsors, assist
with applications and
generally raise the profile of
opportunities for public
interest work among students
and others at the Law School.
She also praised Dean
Jeffrey S. Lehman, a member
of the Skadden Foundation
board, both for helping to
choose Skadden recipients
from among the hundreds of
applicants and for raising the
profile of public interest work
at the University of Michigan
Law School.
Plum said the Skadden
Fellowships were launched
eight years ago to:
• Celebrate the 40th
anniversary of Skadden, Arps,
Slate, Meagher & Flom
• Offset federal cutbacks in
legal services support
• Find talented young
attorneys for public interest
work
• Set up opportunities for
young attorneys to be
mentored by luminaries
among legal services
attorneys.
Twenty-five Skadden
Fellowships are awarded each
year from among hundreds of
applicants. Applicants must
secure agreement beforehand
from a public interest sponsor
to supervise them before they
can apply. The Skadden
Fellowship Foundation pays
the recipient's salary, benefits
and debt service on law
school loans not covered by
Low Income Protection Plans.
Nearly all recipients renew for
a second year.

In Progress Georgetown University Law Center Professor Avery W Katz, right, who taught at
the Law School from 1986-94, discusses his in-progress paper "Economic Analysis
of the Guaranty Contract" for a Law and Economics Workshop session in
November. The workshop, organized by Professor of Law Merritt B. Fox, is part of
the Law School's Seminar in Law and Economics and brings leading scholars from
throughout the country to the Law School to present papers that they are
developing. Faculty members from the Law School and elsewhere at the
University and seminar students ask questions of presenters and may make
suggestions. Workshop speakers this academic year came from Yale, Georgetown,
the University of Chicago, Stanford, the University of California at Berkeley,
Harvard and Columbia as well as the University of Michigan Law School.

Environmentally
SpeakingThirteenth District Michigan
Congresswoman Lynn Rivers, above,
gestures to emphasize her point
during an appearance at the Law
School sponsored by the
Environmental Law Society. Rivers,
a member of the House Science
Committee who earned a 100 percent
grade on her "Environmental Report
Card" from the League of
Conservation Voters, was elected to
her second term last fall. The Ann
Arbor Democrat previously had
served in the Michigan House of
Representatives and on the Ann Arbor
Board of Education.

Looking Ahead Clinical Assistant Professor of Law Lance ]ones demonstrates the Law Library's
computerized catalog system during a Law School tour for students from the University
Mentorship Program. The tour, held in October to acquaint pre-law students with the Law
School's people and facilities, included visits to the Law Library, the Moot Court Room,
Hutchins Hall and other locations.
LAW QUADRANGLE N OTES SPRING
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Numbers like those in the
accompanying chart only hint at the
personalities of students who come to
the University of Michigan Law School.
To get to know the people behind these
numbers is to get to know exciting
and excited men and women whose
experiences, goals and abilities enrich
Law School life and bode well for the
future of the legal profession. Let us
introduce you to a Jew of them:
Jim Birge, Indianapolis, IN
The fourth generation of his family to
attend the University of Michigan Law
School, Jim Birge spent the year after his
graduation from Harvard University
trying to decide if he wanted to become a
physician or a lawyer. He studied in a
pre-med program and at the same time
applied to law school.
The sampler year yielded an answer.
"I came to the conclusion that I am
interested in health care, but the policy
and legal issues fascinate me more than
the actual practice," he says. In fact, he
may have found the ideal combination
here at the Law School and the University
of Michigan.
'Tm currently thinking about doing a
joint program with the School of Public
Health," he said. He explained that the
program that entices him is the four-year
Law School/School of Public Health
curriculum that leads to a joint
J.D./M.H.S.A. (Masters in Health Services
Administration) degree. The Law School,
in its tum, has recognized the value of his

Jim Birge

interdisciplinary aspirations by making
him a Darrow Scholar.
Meanwhile, Birge is glad to be
following in his family's footsteps and
says that, like them, he well may return
to his native Indianapolis to practice.
"My father, my grandfather and my greatgrandfather all went here and had
wonderful experiences," he says. His
father, Jonathan L. Birge, JD. '66,
practices with Bingham, Summers, Welsh
& Spillman in Indianapolis. His maternal
grandfather, Shubrick. T. Kothe, JD. '47,
retired a few years ago from Kothe
Claycombe & Kortepeter, the
Indianapolis firm founded by Kothes
father, Herman W Kothe, who had
graduated from the Law School in 1910.
Birge didn't wait long to start legal
studies after his dip into pre-med. 'Tm a
summer starter and I thought the
summer start for me was wonderful. We
are an extremely close group." He praised
his Contracts teacher, James J . White,

Robert A. Sullivan Professor of Law, and
his Property teacher, A.W Brian Simpson,
Charles F. and Edith J . Clyne Professor of
Law, for getting him and his fell ow
summer starters off on the right track.
Take Whites Contracts, for instance: "It
was a very challenging course" - you
can almost see the nods of agreement
from anyone who has studied under
White - "but I got a lot out of it. It
really was a terrific experience for
everyone who took his course. It was
absolutely incredible.
"Not only were the professors
wonderful this summer, but Professor
White has also been an incredible asset in
the Fall Term for students looking for
opportunities this summer and beyond."
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Damali Childress, Detroit, MI
"Its really great to be a summer
starter," enthuses Damali Childress. "I
requested it. It was a really great way to
ease into law school."
Sure was. Not just because classes in
Contracts and in Property and
participation in the Law School's launch
of its new Legal Practice Program offered
a slightly less than full immersion. But
also because she started with her aunt,
Tracey Wheeler, as a fellow student and
soon met another summer starter, Saura
Sahu, whom she married Dec. 28.
"I've got a built-in study partner," she
quipped during a chat in January
Deciding to come to law school didn't
come so quickly for Childress, however.
She had planned a career in business after
graduating from Florida A&M University
in 1994 and worked for two years with
NationsBank in Charlotte, NC. But her
experience as a global corporate financial
analyst doing a credit/financial analysis
training program and health care analyses
convinced her that she wanted to widen
her options. "I was strictly headed for a
business career," she says. "It was a great
learning experience, but I discovered that
it was something I didn't want to do
long-term."
"I was debating between law school
and business," she explains. Law won out
for the Darrow Scholar. "I just thought
about all the different ways that I could
use a].D. I could work with a law firm,
do corporate law or banking law. Or I
could do public interest work, like
working with children on child abuse
and neglect. There seemed to be so many
avenues that were open."
Childress' growing interest in child
advocacy and "issues of education and
how the law affects it" drew her to legal
studies. She had seen the need for
educational access as a volunteer reading
tutor for elementary school children in
Charlotte, where she also had organized
outdoor trips for youngsters for the Sierra
Clubs Inner City Outings program. "A lot
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Elliot Regenstein, Ithaca, NY

Damali Childress

of these kids had never been out of the
city," she says. "We'd take hikes in the
mountains. Once we took a week and
went tent camping."
'Tm interested in education issues of
equal access and funding," she says.
"Most of the issues that are being tried
today are constitutional issues, 14th
Amendment issues."
It was the chance to follow up on
those interests and the Law Schools
response to her application that drew her
to Michigan. She had grown up in Detroit
and Cleveland, and "I really wanted to
come to Michigan," she says. "I really
liked the Child Advocacy program, and I
really liked Michigan's recruiting. I got a
lot of information about student
organizations and about clinics. I felt that
Michigan was really interested in the
people it had accepted."
The Law School's Family Law Project,
a student-run program in which
Childress is a student attorney, attracted
her, she says. She also works as a research
assistant with the Michigan Child Welfare
Law Resource Center, which was
established at the Law School last year
with Kellogg Foundation funds to help
attorneys research child protection and
foster care issues. In addition, Childress is
a volunteer reading tutor at a public
elementary school in Ann Arbor.

Elliot Regenstein, 23, looks back on
his two years of work with the New York
City Parks Department with the kind of
fondness that he expects to propel him
into public administration work after he
graduates from Law School.
Regenstein worked first on the
Commissioner of Parks' staff, then as
chief of staff for the First Deputy
Commissioner. The work was "a very
tangible and physical thing, and I liked it
a lot," says the Columbia University
graduate in history who covered sports
and wrote a column for four years for the
Daily Spectator, the student newspaper at
Columbia. "When somebody complained
about a park you'd follow up on the
complaint and go out and look at it."
The experience transformed his
perception of lawyers and convinced him
to go to law school. As an undergraduate,
he says, "I specifically didn't want to go to
law school, but in city government most
of the people I worked with were
lawyers, and they were extremely smart,
talented people" committed to fashioning
a parks system that answered peoples
needs. The experience he acquired and
the camaraderie that he developed with
his superiors and colleagues convinced
him to enter law school.
A Darrow Scholar at the Law School,
Regenstein comes from an academic
background. His father, Joe, is a Professor
of Food Science at Cornell University;
his mother, Carrie, an administrator at
Cornell, is a former high school language
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Carolyn Russell,
Mount Pleasant, SC

teacher; and his younger brother, Scott, is
a senior majoring in statistics at Cornell.
Regenstein plans to sample work as a
judicial clerk and in a law firm, but
expects finally to settle on a career in
public administration. He likes the nitty
gritty of tackling problems and devising
solutions and embraces the idea of
making things better than he found them.
"I know you can't change the whole
world, but you can take a piece and work
on it," he says.
Practicing what he preaches, he serves
as treasurer for the Office of Public
Services Public Interest Group, where he
is proud of being able to streamline
reimbursement procedures. He uses the
same approach he used at the New York
City Parks Department: keeping the
"client" in the front of his thinking.
"I don't mind standing on the comer
waiting an hour for someone," he says,
"but I can't stand having them wait an
hour for me. You have to treat other
peoples time as valuable."

Elliot Regenstein

As happens with so many important
choices, Carolyn Russell made her
decision to enroll at the Law School while
she was doing something else.
She had been studying the travel
diaries of early 19th century South
Carolinian Harriot Horry, whose mother,
Eliza Pinckney, had introduced indigo to
the colony: A faculty member at the
College of Charleston at the time, Russell
had been poring over Horry's travelogues
with the idea of writing about them. "I sat
down to write the book proposal - I sat
down at 9 a.m. and got up at 5 p.m. and I just knew I was going to go to law
school," she recalls.
Actually, her apparently impromptu
decision had been incubating for some
time, she confesses in retrospect. She had
been an English major at Pomona
College, where she got her bachelors
degree in 1983. After working in Boston
for three years, first with the publisher
Little, Brown and then with a
management consulting firm, she
received her masters and Ph.D. in English
from the University of Chicago, where
she often prowled through the law library

Carolyn Russell

researching her dissertation on confession
and guilt. During her seven years at
Chicago she also worked as a part-time
secretary at the law firm Latham &
Watkins. Then she was in her third year
on the faculty of the College of
Charleston, the oldest municipal college
in the United States and now the states
liberal arts college.
"For a long time it was at the back of
my mind," she says of her decision to go
to law school. "It was a process that I
wasn't fully aware of. I'd been interested
in the law, in the legal system and what
underlies it, in cultural concepts of right
and wrong."
She also had been teaching full-time or
part-time for a decade and felt the urge to
do something different. "It was time for a
change," she says. "This was both a
movement toward the law and away from
the academic world. "
The University of Michigan Law
School attracted her for its high standing
among law schools and for its
midwestem location - she grew up
70 miles south of Portland, OR, but her
parents had moved to Cleveland, OH,
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Bill Sherman

during her first year at Pomona. Mostly,
however, she was drawn to "the diversity
of its teaching and its faculty."
The Law School responded by naming
her a Darrow Scholar. And her
expectations of a diverse teaching
approach have been more than met, she
reports. During the Fall Term she studied
under two faculty members with
doctorates in philosophy (Heidi Li
Feldman and Donald H. Regan) and a
law professor with a doctorate in English
(William I. Miller); this term she is taking
classes taught by a Law School faculty
member with a doctorate in history
(Thomas A. Green) and another with a
doctorate in economics (Peter Hammer).
Russell says she misses teaching and
the teachers contact with students, but
she shifted easily from being a teacher to
being a student. Her switch from teacher's
briefcase to student's backpack brought
one hefty revelation, however: "I
weighed the books I needed for my
classes. Twenty-two pounds of books."
"I love it," she says of the Law School.
"My first class was in torts. I walked out
of class, telephoned a friend, and said
'I love this."'
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William Shennan, Mentor, OH
Bill Sherman had a very special party
to attend following his first term of Law
School finals. It was held in Washington,
D.C., onjan. 20 for thousands of people
to celebrate the presidential inauguration.
He was a special kind of guest, too,
having worked on the Clinton/Gore
campaign and serving as a political
appointee during the first Clinton
Administration.
Following his 1990 graduation from
Wesleyan University in Connecticut,
where he majored in government with a
concentration in American politics,
Sherman worked for ICF, Incorporated,
an environmental policy consulting firm
doing contract work for the Environmental
Protection Agency and other government
agencies. While there, he helped write
regulations to implement the Oil
Pollution Act of 1990.
He then decided to work on the 1992
Clinton/Gore campaign, serving
as a lead advance staffer, managing a team
of about a dozen other campaign

staff and lots of volunteers. "I worked for
Al Gore and sometimes for Bill
Clinton, setting up campaign events in
cities across the country. I had
left college for a year to work on the
Dukakis campaign, so I wanted to
join up again when 1992 came around,"
he says.
Following his efforts on the
Presidential Inaugural Committee,
Sherman worked as special assistant
to Secretary Bruce Babbitt of the
Interior Department until beginning Law
School last fall. While at Interior, he
developed policy and communications
strategies for natural resource conservation
and coordinated Department of Interior
bureaus on the U .S./Mexico border.
Sherman also worked with the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service to develop a
curriculum for a national conservation
education and training center.
He chose the Law School because the
people he knew who had attended the
University of Michigan for their legal
education "had nothing but good things
to say about it," he explains. Sherman,
who is in a joint program leading to
degrees from the Law School and the
School of Natural Resources and
Environment, adds that "the dual degree
program was also very attractive."
He is interested in environmental law
and plans to take advantage of the
Environmental Law Clinic and related
course offerings. In the little free time that
he has, Sherman is taking guitar lessons
and helped arrange a visit from
Representative Lynn Rivers (see p.17) to
talk to students about environmental
issues. "For the most part, I've enjoyed
it," he says of his first year, and, as a
member of the class of 1999, he'll
finish just in time for the next presidential
campaign.
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A shrinking role for paper at the Law Library
The Law Library is relying
less on paper and more on
microforms and cooperation
with other libraries as staff
members keep up with
growing, changing demands
and implement the long-range
plan that the Library Advisory
Committee adopted in 1991.
Progress on the plan,
called "Preservation in
Context" (PIC), has been so
considerable that "one of my
big jobs this year will be to
work with the Library staff
and the Library Advisory
Committee to write a new
long range plan, since we've
reached so many of the PIC
goals," says Library Director
Margaret A. Leary
Speaking at a Law Library
Celebration lunch last fall,
Leary outlined the changes
that have occurred since
"Preservation in Context" was
written in 1989-90. Here are
some highlights:
• The use of microforms has
cut the percentage of Law
Library holdings on paper
from 81 percent in 1989-90 to
77 percent in 1996.
"Basically," says Leary, "we
withdrew enough paper
volumes to empty the shelves
of one level of the Legal
Research stacks, and acquired

in microform the equivalent of
paper volumes which would
have filled two levels in the
Legal Research stacks."
•At the same time, the
growth in the number of
microform volumes has far
outstripped growth in paper
volumes; microform volumes
increased 44 percent, while
overall holdings increased
11 percent.
• Rare book storage and
display facilities increased
with construction and
opening of the Joseph and
Edythe Jackier Rare Book
Room, with space for about
5,000 volumes.
• Circulation Department
space has been re-arranged to
store more microforms. The
number of microforms has
nearly doubled, from 560,000
pieces to more than 1 million.

• Fire exits, sprinklers, alarms
and signs have been installed
to bring the Legal Research
Building Stacks up to current
codes. Legal Research shelves
and books also have been
cleaned to remove the dust
from construction.
• More than 500,000 records
have been put into Lexcalibur,
the Law Library'.s online
catalog.
• Hours of searching on Lexis
and Westlaw have doubled.
• Operating costs rose 2 7
percent, an increase that Leary
says is "primarily due to
increased use of computers
and the software to run them,
networks to connect them,
and associated maintenance
on all three elements." A
$2 million endowment from
the estate of Kenneth I. and
Marion L. Johnson will help

pay these costs.
• The number of documents
delivered by Phone Page to
faculty offices rose 16 percent;
Reference Desk queries rose
63 percent; and Inter-Library
Loan volume increased
31 percent.
"The interdisciplinary
approach of the faculty, and
the inability of the Law
Library to collect everything
our students and faculty need
is reflected in our increasing
reliance on other libraries,"
Leary says.
"For example, five years
ago we met 76 percent of
Phone Page requests from our
own collection; but last year
we got only 60 percent from
our library Five years ago we
borrowed 769 items from
other libraries; last year we
borrowed 1,476."

A Justice and Her
Clerks U.S. Supreme Court justice Sandra
Day O'Connor shares a moment with
two of her former clerks, visiting
f acuity member Gail Agrawal and
Associate Dean Kent Syverud, '81,
during a reception for O'Connor at the
Law School in December. O'Connor
was commencement speaker and
received an honorary degree at the
University of Michigan
commencement in December.
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U-M awards honorary degree to John H. Pickering, J.D. '40
Honors and awards hang
from the name of John H.
Pickering, JD. '40, like a
heros medals: last Dec. 15 an
honorary doctor of laws from
the University of Michigan;
the Bar Association of the
District of Columbias Lawyer
of the Year, awarded Dec. 7;
the National Center for State
Courts' Paul C. Reardon
Award for Outstanding Service
to the Cause of Justice in
1994; the Allies for Justice
Award from the National
Lesbian and Gay Law
Association in 1994; the Fifty
Year Award of the Fellows of
the American Bar Foundation
in 1993; and the NAACP
Legal Defense and Educational
Funds Pro Bono Award in 1990.
The honor that Pickering
prizes most, however, is the
one that goes to others: the
Pickering Scholarship that his
firm, Wilmer, Cutler &
Pickering, established in his
name in 1994. The
scholarship provides annual
tuition for one University of
Michigan Law School student
each year - with the proviso
that Pickering requested that the recipient commit at
least 10 percent of his or her
future professional service to
pro bono or public service
work.
Pickering always has asked
his lawyers to devote 10
percent of their time to pro
bono work. That policy has
continued as Wilmer, Cutler
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& Pickering, headquartered in
Washington, D.C., has grown
to have more than 250
attorneys in many parts of
the world.
"That is a tradition we have
tried to carry on," Pickering
told the District of Columbia
Bar Report in 1994. "When I
was president of the Bar
[1979-80], one of the things
that was important to me was
improved access to the legal
system for all segments of our
society Thats something that
is still important to me today "
"How is that message
conveyed to young attorneys
who join the firm?" he was
asked.
"Well, very simply,"
Pickering answered with
typical straightforwardness. "I
bring them in, sit them down,
and talk to them about it. We
talk about the culture of the
firm and the importance of
looking beyond the next
billable hour. I think our 10
percent commitment to public
service is a policy that many
of our young lawyers find
very attractive."
Currently chairman of the
American Bar Associations
Senior Lawyers Division,
Pickering has practiced law in
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Washington, D.C., since 1946.
He was one of the founders of
Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering
in 1962.
Pickering reflects "our
brightest aspirations," Dean
Jeffrey S. Lehman said in
introducing Pickering at a Law
School reception before he
received his honorary degree.
He is "a wonderful symbol of
the Uµiversity of Michigan
Law School in virtually all
aspects of the profession."
"Nothing in my professional
life has given me more
pleasure than the ability to
pay back to this institution
some of what it gave to me,"
Pickering responded.
Pickering was a member of
the Law School Fund
organizing committee in 1960
and was an initial member of
the Law Schools Committee
of Visitors in 1962. He
chaired the committee that
raised funds for the
underground Alene and Allan
F Smith addition to the Law
Library (1973-81), was a
DeRoy Fellow in 1984 and
delivered the Law Schools
commencement address
in 1992.
"I have had a fine and bully
time myself," he told the 1992
graduates. "I wish you all
success and happiness, and I
charge you to do your part to
advance the lofty goals of our
profession. Go with a passion
for justice - go with a
dedication to work for the
public good."
Pickering, who clerked for
U.S. Supreme Court Justice
Frank Murphy from 1941-43,
quickly learned the highs and

lows of practicing law in
Washington when he returned
there after U.S. Navy service.
The first case that he argued
was before the U.S. Supreme
Court. A week later, he was
defense attorney in a traffic
case. But let him tell it, as he
did as the first subject in the
District of Columbia Bar
Report's "Legends in the Law"
series:
"That was in 1946. I'd just
been mustered out of the
Navy, and in those days when
the Supreme Court needed to
appoint counsel for an
indigent they would use
former law clerks. One
Saturday afternoon my phone
rang at home, and the deputy
clerk said, John, the Court
would like to appoint you to
represent the defendant in a
mail fraud case. Do you
agree?' Well, I couldn't have
said no even if I'd wanted to.
So I argued my first case in
the Supreme Court.
"I was brought back to
earth the following week. My
second court appearance was
a traffic case in the old
municipal court. I defended a
chauffeur on a change of lane
violation - and I lost."
Pickering was one of four
recipients of honorary degrees
at the University of Michigans
December commencement.
The other recipients were:
U.S. Supreme Court Justice
Sandra Day O'Connor, who
also delivered the
commencement address; filmmaker Robert Altman; and
astronomer Vera Rubin, of the
Department of Terrestrial
Magnetism, Carnegie
Institution, Washington, D.C.

